“Organisation for Promotion of Urdu in Russia ” («MOSCOW MEN FAROGH-E-URDU») and “PAKISTAN SOCIETY MOSCOW” organized the function “SHAM-E-SHAHR-E- YARAN” to commemorate the great Urdu poet Faiz Ahmad Faiz on  April 28th, 2009. It took place in the conference hall of the Oriental Literature Centre, Russian State Library (former State Lenin Library). H.E. Mr.Khalid Khattak, Ambassador of Pakistan in Russia was Chief Guest. About 75-80 people came to commemorate the great Urdu poet and to listen to  his poetry in Urdu and  Russian translation. It was the second event organized by the society with valuable cooperation of Pakistani friends living in Moscow. 

There was a small exhibition in the adjacent hall where the guests could see Faiz’s published works (poetry and prose), some of the books on Faiz in different languages, some rare “Faiz number” magazines, invitation cards for “Faiz function” which had been organized in Moscow during Faiz’s visits etc. The tapes with the ghazals and nazms sang by Iqbal Banu, Tina Sani, Mehdi Hasan, Farida Khanum and other famous singers were playad in the Library hall.       
The President of “Moscow men Farogh-e-Urdu” Dr. Ludmila Vasilyeva chaired the function. The Director of the Centre  Mr. S.V. Kukushkin greeted the guests and the function began with the sounding Faiz’s voice : “Bol ki lab azad hein tere...”. At the same time a picture of Faiz on the screen “turned” and “looked” at the audience.

Dr. Ludmila Vasilyeva spoke about Faiz sahib pointing at the main events of his life. A very interesting speech was by H. E. the Ambassador, sharing his feeling and thoughts of Faiz literary heritage. Mariam Salganig to whom Faiz dedicated his book “Sar-e-vadi-e-Sina”, described Faiz not only as a great poet but as an outstanding, charismatic personality, who was always surrounded by friends. She remembered Faiz’s visits to Moscow too. Dr. Madanlal Madhu remembered the days before the partition, when he was a student in Lahore and used to hear Faiz in mushairas, and then recall their often meetings in Moscow after 1962. A poetess, Ludmila Avdeeva, recited her poem in Russian “ Faiz” and 12 students of  Moscow State University and  The Humanitarian State University recited different poems by Faiz in Urdu. The audience welcomed the performance of the young enthusiasts of Urdu poetry with loud clapping and cheers. At the end of the official part of the function Dr. Zulfikar Nasir performed in his beautiful, mellow voice “Mujh se pehli si muhobbat mere mahboob na mang” and “Gulon men rang bhare...”.   
_________________________________________________________________________

Feb 13th 2009 Faiz's 98th birthday celebrations

	Occasion Launch of FAIZ GHAR.
Venue. Alhamra Arts Council,Lahore.
Host. Adeel Hashmi.Faiz's grandson.
Participants. Choir of Lahore Grammar School performed a ballet on Faiz's poem.
Performer Tina Sani who returned to sing in the same hall after 26 years. 
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